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The valleys of the Donetz Heights form a separate region
where the farmers are concerned mainly with dairy farming
and orchard cultivation. Another separate region is found
within the great bend of the Dnieper, below Dnieperstroi.
Here a new type of highly specialized intensive ' electrified'
agriculture has been introduced. The low precipitation is
countered by irrigation on a very large scale, electric power
from the Dnieper hydro-electric station being used to pump
water from the river and deliver it throughout an extensive
area. Cotton, rice, kendyr, fruit, and vegetables are culti-
vated, and cattle are reared. As early as 1935, 865,000 acres
of land was served by electric threshing-machines, and 7400
acres were electrically ploughed. Some 8600 acres of arid
steppe were irrigated by electric power, and there was a large
number of electrically heated hot-bed frames.1
Near the large towns of Kiev, Kharkov, Odessa, and
Dnepropetrovsk there has been a considerable development
of market gardening and dairy farming for urban consumption.
In the extreme south of the Ukraine there is an extensive
lowland area, which slopes gently down to the Black Sea and
the Sea of Azov. The low plains of this region were formed
in recent geological times, and owing to a subsequent subsi-
dence of the coast the lower parts of the river valleys were
flooded, forming estuaries often separated from the open sea
by sandy spits. The plains are cut by numerous dry valleys,
in all probability the courses of ancient rivers. Towards the
south, as the climate becomes drier, the soils change from
the black to the chestnut-brown type. Winters are fairly cold,
but short, and the summers are hot. Sunflower, barley,
melons, Makhorkha (coarse tobacco), cotton, and rice are
grown. The area devoted to barley is particularly large.
Agriculture occupies a significant position in the economy
of the Ukraine. Nearly 64,000,000 acres (60 per cent, of the
land) are devoted to crops. Farm-work is highly mechanized,
as is shown by the fact that in 1939 there were 90,000 tractors,
more than 26,000 harvester combines, and 24,000 lorries at
work on the farms, and even in dry years the farms give a
1 H. -P. Vowles, op. cit.